American Canal Society Canal Structure Inventory

Structure Canal HAER/CEHR

Manville Locks: # 11 - 13 Blackstone Canal

Condition Byried or removed

State/ Province Rhode Island County Providence Designer: Presume Benj’ Wright
City/Town Manville Contractor: Presume J.D. Allen & Holmes Hutchinson
Street Source of Material: | ocal
Associated Waterway Blackstone River, Blackstone Canal DATES OF CONSTRUCTION
[Topographic Map Start: c 1826-27 Rebuilding:
UTM Coordinates Completion: c. 1828 Abandoned: 1848

History & Use in Service (use si_nce Abandonment): . . . o o
There were three locks in the area just south of the Manville Bridge over the Blackstone River. Old maps indicate that the canal rejoined

the river about half a mile south of the Manville falls, which are just north of the bridge. From here southbound canal traffic would have
traveled in the river for a mile or so south before picking up the canal again a short distance to the north of the falls at Albion.

The exact location of the three Manville locks is very difficult to determine. There is little evidence of the locks or the canal in the area
south of the Manville falls where locks # 11 - 13 were located. The 1838 Squire White map of Cumberland suggests that lock #11, the
southern most of the three, was located just north of where the canal rejoined the river, and locks #12 and #13 were located not far
south of the Manville falls. It is no easy task, however, to determine where the canal diverged from the river in this area. Various maps
seem to indicate that the canal separated from the river at the base of a sizable bend in the river. In essence, the canal followed almost
a straight course, while the river followed a more circuitous route, so the canal departed from the river at a significant angle perhaps 30 -
40 degrees. The canal in points in this area ran 100 yards or more inland from the river. Although it is not at all obvious exactly where
the canal separated from the river in this area, my best guess is that it's in an area about 100 yards or so south of the spot where the
bicycle trail does a quick series of 90 degree turns as it runs under the railroad tracks.

Description (Visible Remains at Site):

There's a relatively clear area in a place near the telephone poles supporting wires that run across the river. My guess is that the
middle lock in the area, lock # 12, was somewhere in the area where a driveway leading to local businesses crosses the railroad tracks
and bike path. There is a long, gentle slope in this area that suggests the need for a lock to lower the elevation of southbound canal
traffic. The northern-most of the three Manville locks was probably located in the vicinity of the old brick Cotton manufacturing
warehouse that still sits between the railroad tracks and the river, not far south of the Manville Bridge. An 1844 map showing the
proposed path of the railroad shows the canal passing to the west (or away from the river) of the railroad in the area of Manville.
According to this map, which shows the R.I. portion of the canal, this was the only place where the canal ran on the west side of the
tracks, except in Woonsocket where the canal switched to the east side of the river.

Although there are no traces of the location of the three Manville locks, there are a number of large granite blocks in the area. The top
layer of stones in the railroad underpass, through which the bicycle trail now passes is comprised of large granite blocks similar in size
and appearance to those in the not too distant Millville lock - roughly 4 feet wide by 18 inches high by 2 feet deep. Also, there are a
number of large granite blocks not scattered not far north of here. It is possible that these were once part of one of the three Manville
locks.

Other works or events associated with site:

Present Property Owners: Location of Deed Description:

Bibliography, Published, unpublished, maps, photographs
Historical Library, Hope Street, Providence, RI

IAgencies, Interested National Register, Other Recognition:

Investigation made by: ~: Date:
Dick Powers 3/24/04
Address:

A sketch map or illustration of the site should be included
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