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Boa Esperanca Dam 
 

 
 

Boa Esperanca Dam showing canal & lock construction 



 
Lower lock at Boa Esperanca (Bing maps) 

 
Upper lock at Boa Esperanca (Bing maps) 


	canal: Rio Paraiba
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	sign: 'In the state of Piaui, the Rio Paraiba is navigable for hundreds of miles for barges as it flows to the sea." (from World Canals) At Boa Esperanca near Gaudalupe, there is a hydroelectric dam with a large reservoir to the west. Hadfiled says that in 1986, two locks, each 164 feet x 39 feet with a 74 foot rise were being built. However, as shown on page 2, while the dam, powerhouse, and spillway show on the current (2008) Google Earth aerial, only a rough, canal under construction appears. The same area on Bing maps shows the locks in more detail. They do not appear to be used. There is a pier in the reservoir at that end of the possible waterway. Wikipedia gives the dam height as 174 feet, which is close to Hadfield's listing for the two locks.
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