HOCH iNTERSST ATTACHES TO HOW LESERTED VILLAGE
#HICH ONCE TEREED ViTH 1NDUsTiY

Singe the appralsemdnt and sale by Sheriff Crawford a few weeks
ago of nine lots, in the now practicelly deserted village of Spruce—
vale, as a procesg in the seitlement of the estate of the late Pannie
Duddleaton, mueh has been sald and writien concerning the early hise
tory of the placs. 43 considerable soems to have heen guessed at or
garbled, llr, Philander Caston, of Clarkson, now 86 years of acze and
probably the best informed man in the county on the matbter, has write-
ten the Morning Tribune & sketoh of the history of the village, hop-
ing %o correct some of the nmisstatements fade by those who are not
80 well iaformed.

ire Gaston's letier followss

The flrst improvements in Sprucevale were mede by Jafes Drookes,
he haviag bullt a small grist =ill and flaz seed o0il milly Later the
iHmmbleton brothers, who owned two or three hundred acres of land in
the neighborhood, took over the Hrookes linterests and bullt the astone
mill, the walls of which ave stlll stending. The date of thls transe
action in uncertain, but the stone nulill was stanlling more than elghty
years ugo. The writer was there and saw it ne far back as that and
the mill was then in operation., There was quite a volume of business
in the village in the early days--a grist mill, saw niil, woolen
factory, flax seed oll nill, store, post office and blackanith shop.
’112 grist alll at one time did the principal business of the surrounde

countrye

in June 1839 the water {row Deaver creek broke over the embanie
ment and washed & channel through the center of the village, also
sweep.ng the store house and the stock of zoods away. On August 12,
1861, the water broke the embankment & second timo near where it did
in 1839, and save the channel through the village & sseond washout,
the dam snd two locks at the place had besn built previous to 1238,

There were lour of the llmmbleton brothers, James, Charles, Senw
Jamin and Isemc. Janes was proprietor of the grist aill, Charles
ran the store and postofiice, lIsgac, the voolen fmotory and James was
a farmer. The Hambletons were Stric Hicksite Cuakers and attended the
church of the denomination at East Carmel, two nlles north of Clarke
soile The were not identiflied with the Longs Run Presbyterian church,
of whieh DNev. ValanGingham wgs pasior, as has been intimated by other
correspondents, ¥illisn Davidson, who died some 30 years ago on a
farm near Sprucevals, father of the late J. Harvey Davidson, of this
city apd grandfatber of ex-City suditor, Willis Davidson, was a parte

per at onse time in the woolea fuctory, Sampson Risinger was the villags

blackemith in the early days and ¥William Supplee ran a shop in the
sane place later, George est tended the grist nill for o time and
vas sueceeded by Willlam laughertys

The Oandy and Deaver canal was completed and the first boat run
in October 1846, and from that tiue until the dry suamer of 1854 there
was cond@lderable business dore on vhe canal in the way of transpor-
tatlon of freight. After the summer of 1854 no business was done on



this end of the cannl. The assertion has often been made that but
one boat ever ran through the canal, but such is not the case as
operations on it continued for several years.

The Hembletons bullt a warelouse on the bank of the canal Lo
accomnodate the public In the way of receiving and shipping freight.
There were at one tlue some 12 or 15 families living in the village
and perhaps 15 or 20 children from the hemlet attended the distriet
sehiocl., There was = hua of business sbout the pluce and everything
had the appearance of industry and thrift.

45 Lo the Heabletons, the founders ol the village, not one is
now living, and of all the children but two survive, One lives at
Salthfield, Harrison county, and another at 5t. Paul, iinmn,

éizhmgass > of the once favored and thelving village we
?ﬁigﬁta;&%tim mmm;gmtafglitafgnm
lets along the creek: Deaver Bridge, Jepestown, leapss octory
7illiamsport and ¥iddle Deaver, whieh have all shared partially the
sane fate, the bullding of rajimﬂa having caused the centers of
industry to gravitate to points aloang thess thoroughffares.



