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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

This issue of CANALS CANADA
provides me with the opportunity
of making some introductory re-
marks to wvou. I hope this will be
the first of several reports from
me on the health and growth of the
Canadian Canal Society.

Elsewhere, you will find an
account aof the July Annual General
Meeting at Fenelon Falls. The

members present accepted the slate
of officers and directors submit-—
ted by the nomination committee
headed by Robert Taylor. As your
new president I look forward to
working with the Executive and
other members of the Board - many
af whom are well known to me.

On vour behalf, I would like
to thank our past FPresident,
Donald Smithies, last year’s exec-—
utive, and Board of Directors for
their sound work since the i1inaug-
ural meeting at Port Dalhousie 1in
May ., 19825 they have left this
incipient society in good shape.
Guiding an organization in 1ts
infancy is no easy task, and our
appreciation 1s extended to all
those who accepted the responsi-
Bilities of leadership last year.

Like others, I missed John
Seymour at Fenelon Falls. I think
John would have been pleased with
the progress made so far by the
CCs. John, an American citizen
and staunch member of the American
Canal Society, was =qually enthus—
iastic in initiating a Canadian
canal organization, for he was a
founder of our society. John
passed away in February, 1982, We
are grateful for his time with us.
We shall miss his wungualified
support and enthusiasm.

1 believe we can enter our
second year with confidence and
optimism. Confidence comes from

the fact that we are meeting a
need, for we have increased our
membership since ogur founding
meetingi Wwe areg, too, in a sound
financial state for a society our
size, under able administration of
our Treasurer, George Carl. We
should, of course, look to improve
both of these, and we shall do =sa.

But I do not think that the
well-being of our Society should
be gauged solely by paid—-up mem-
bership and cash in the bank. A
vigorous society 1s one for all,
and all for one. Perhaps we should
remind ourselves that a member
gets out of an organization what
he or she puts into it. Participa
tion, then, should be uppermost in
our minds. Any contribution 1in
time or ideas will aid the general
well being of the CCS.

You may ask yourself what wvou
can do; the easiest thing, and one
of the most significant, is to
promote this fledgling organiza-
tion through your own enthusiasm.
Try and recruit one or two persons
who are just waiting to bring
their interests to a group such as
thiss membership at the family
rate would help bring about a
sense of community to the Society.
Have vyou forgotten the accepted
objectives of the Society? Don’t
be dismayed: last year®s sxecutive
had a +fine membership brochure
printed and copies are available
through the secretary, Robert
Taylor = he’ll be happy to oblige.

Ferhaps above all else, there
is the participation and enjovment
of attending the Society’s actiwvi-
ties, most especially those bi-
annual membership meetings (norm-
ally held spring and fall) where,
besides the usual business, some
aspects of canals are considered.

The geographical distribution
of our common interest and its




veary nature makes wvisits and field
trips costly affairs. As reguested
by the Executive prior to the
Annual General Meeting, I shall
lead the field trip up the Grand
River Canal on Saturday, UOctober
22. In an attempt to keep individ-
Lal costs down, I have called a
general membership meeting on the
field trip, rather than for the
previous svening which might nece-
ssitate an overnight stay in 5t.
Catharines for some members.

i look forward to leading you
on October 22nd, and for the rest

ot thie Socciety’™s vyear. I shall
need vyour help to make our second
vear successful, and 1 know I can

rely wupon your support. Let wus
consider the national scope of our
society, and reach out to those
who would benefit from joining.

Colin Duguemin

ANNUAL GENMERAL MEETING

The AGM was held at Fenelon
Falls on July 15-14, 1983 because
the town was celebrating the cen-
tennial of construction of 1its
flight locks, part of the Trent-
Severn Waterway. Members who
attended were not disappointed
gither by this fascinating section
of the waterway or by the charming
town itself. On Friday evening,

after a registration hour, the
group heard an interesting presen-—
tation by Meredith Reeve, an int-

erpreter on the canal system. 0On
Saturday morning, a business meet-
ing was held, at which the follow-
ing officers were elected:

Exnecutive:
President: Colin Duguemin
Viece President: Hayward Madden
Treasurer: George Carl
Secretary: Robert Tavylor

Directors:

Christopher Andreae

Maurice Smith

Heather Ott

Donald Smithies

Feter Styrmo

Marvin Kriluck {(legal counsel)

The outgoing president, Don
Smithies, reported on the success—
ful inmaugural year of the society.
Colin Duguemin, on behalf of the
members, thanked the board of
directors for their leadership 1in
the past twelwve months.

The meeting then dispersed to
cars and wvisited the Kirkfield
hydraulic 1lift lock, after which
they drove down to Lindsay to
inspect the lock and enjoyed a
fine lunch at a canalside restau-

rant. They then traveled north to
Bobcaygeon, and visited the local
museum and lock. The weather

proved beautifuli; arrangements for
both meetings and overnight accom-
modations were generally accept-—
able; and evervyone agreed that all
zuch mestings should be as
successful.

Many thanks to Don Smithies
and all who helped arrange a fine
weekend!

FRobert Tavylor

HIGHLIGHTS OF FALL TOUR

We shall start by bus from
Brock University at 8:00 hours,
arriving 1in Port Maitland about
F:00 hours. Cayuga will be reached
by mid-day with lunch and a bus-
iness meEeting arranged as S5t. John
the Diwvine Anglican Church. After-—
wards there may be an opportunity
ta wisit the impressive Cavyuga
Court House. Later we will enter
the architecturally significant
Ruthven Estate., once the home of
David Thompson whose mills created
the community of Indiana. We will
also have the opportunity to ex-—
plore the original lock at Indiana
which is on private property. The
tour will end at Caledonia and we
pupect to return to Brock Univer-
sity by 14100 hours to praovide
snough light for those driving a
distance home.

The St. Catharines Historical
Museum will give tour participants
a 10% discount on its publication,
& GUIDE TO THE GRAND RIVER CAMAL.




BOOK REVIEWS

F.-Andre Sevigny: TRADE AND NAUIG-
ATION ON THE CHANBLY CANARL: A
HISTORICAL GUERVIEW, Parks Canada
1783,

Available in French; $46.00, %7.20
outside (payable to Receiver Gen-
eral for Canada), Canadian Govern-—
ment Publishing Centre, Supply and
Services Canada, Hull Guebec, KlA
O59.

The Chambly Canal at S5t Jean,
fluebec, on the Richelieu FRiver
consists of nine locks along a
canal of 1% km. It is the major
river improvement that permits
commercial navigation between the
5t. Lawrence River at Sorel and
Lake Champlain. From Lake Champ-
lain, further waterways extend
navigation as far as New York

City.

The Chambly is the larger of
two navigation structures needed
to permit commercial shipping on
the Richelieu. The other structure
is the single St. Ours lock fur-
ther upstream which i1is unfortun-
ately barely described in this
study.

A unique feature of the Rich-
elieu system is the small locks
dimensions of the Chambly canal
tonly 3&6.&6 m by 7.3m). They were
considered too small when comp-—
leted in 1843 and yet never re-
built. Despite this a thriving
shipping industry developed that
carried lumber and paper from
Gusbec to New York. This reviewer
always wondered how this was econ-
omically possible by the 20th
century. Sevigny provides a fas-
cinating discussion of the shipp-—
ing process which evolved to over-
come the problems of the small
locks. Commercial use of the canal
did not disappear until the LlF&0s.

The study 1s an economic
history of the canal and over half
of the book is given to discuss-—
ions of the major users of *the
canal: lumber rafts, sailing
vessels., baraes. and steamboats.

TRADE AND NAVIGATION OGN THE
CHAMBLY CANAL continues the grow-
ing list of Parks Canada publica-—
tians on canals. Beginning 1in
1972, Parks Canada became the
operating agency for nine canals
that had previously been adminis-
tered by the Department of Trans-

port i(see letter to the editor:.
To fulfill their mandate of inter-
preting these canals far the

public, there has heen an increas-
ing outpouring of studies on all
aspects of Canadian canals.

fThe Ffirst published stuchy
appears to have been Jahn
Heisler®a THE CAMALS OF CANADA
iDccasional Paper No. 8, 19730 .
This has been accompanied by a
number of manuscript reports,
mainly about the Rideau and Trent
Canals, a few of which have been
published in the Farks Canada
"History and Archaeoclogy Series.
{See for example, William Beahen,
DEVELOPMENT OF THE SEUVERN RIVER
AGND BIG CHUTE LOCK STATION [Series
Mo. 401 and and Edward Bush, C0MM-
ERCIAL NAVIGATION ON THE RIDERU
CANAL [Series No. 3Z4]1). An out-
standing publication is FRobert
Passfield’s wonderful BUILDING THE
RIDEAL CANAL: A PICTORIAL HISTORY
(1982).

Parks Canada 1s to be com—
mended for editing these studies
for the general public by making
them attractive, informative and
relatively affordable. The only
improvement would be to broaden
the scope of each published re-
port. They are obwviously written
to address a specific research
problem. Although of interest,
most readers caanot be expected to
desire such a detailed knowledge
of a single study area. An overall
history of, for example the whole
Richelieu River would have greatly
increased the value of the study.
But this i1is a small criticism.
These well researched. 1f hiaghly
focused, studies can be the step-
ping stone for others to produce
the general histories.

Christopher Andreae



EDITOR™S EDITORIAL

There are several editorial
goals that I think this newsletter
could achieve. 0Obviously 1t must
provide information about member-—
ship actiwvities, tours, meetings,
gqueries, etc. Secondly, it should
pffer short news items regarding
current events in canal develop—
ments. These can be clipped from
local newspapers or items of your
DA information discovery.
Thirdly, the newsletter should
provide research information re-
garding all aspects of the history
of canals. This tcan be done by
printing articles, book reviews
and occasional specialized biblio-
graphies. Alexandria Greaves’
article, iIin the previous news-—
letter, about the abandoned lock
near Huntsville 158 a promising
beginning to future articles.
Finally, and not least, the news-
letter should provide information
on the existing remains of canals
- where you can find them, the
condition they are in and what 1is
being done to recognize them.

For the present time, CANALS
CANARA will be printed twice a
year and limited to four pages.
Therefore articles can and should
be mercifully short. The newWws-—
letter is to explore and introduce
ideas and not be a definitive
journal. Articles of one page,
letters to the editor of one or
two paragraphs and news 1tems of
a few sentences will suit our
needs.

FPhotographs and line drawings
will be appreciated, subjsct to
the limitations of photocopy re-
production.

All editors begin their ten—
ure by pleading with the member-
ship for articles on the above
subjects. CANALS CANADA will only
be as interesting as the submis-
sions I receive. I make the same
plead but with a slight threat as
well. You see, first and foremost
I am a railway enthusiast [What
you might ask is a railway buts
doing editing a canal newsletter?
That’s another storyl 1 have
plenty af infarmation on railways

in my files. If 1 don"t get turgid
prose on canals fraom you, the
membership, I will be sorely
tempted to print railway articles
in future. This would, you must
agree, produce a most unusual
newsletter for a canal society.

Christopher Andreae

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear 5ir:

I recently picked up a capy

of Parks Canada's ONTARIO - A
GUIDE To THE MATIONAL PARKS.,
HISTORIL PARKS AN HERITAEE
CANALS. Under "1i385-198%3: L0

vears of Heritage Conservation!
mention 1s made of nine heritage
canals in different parts af
Canada. Elsewhere, the Sault Ste.
Marie, Trent-Severn Waterway and
the Rideau Canal are given as
Ontario™s heritage canals: where
are the other sin?

Sincerely,
Colin Duguemin

Nova Scotia — 5t. Peters; RQuebec -
Beauharnois (which 1s very quaint
since there are no wvisible re-—
mainsl, Lachine, Chambly, St.
Ours, Ste. Anne {seditor).

ADDRESSES

all CANALS CANATA correspondence
to:

Christopher Andreae

41 Lomsdale Drive

London, N&G 1T4

Aall1 other correspondence and mem—
bership inquiries tol
Robert Taylor, Secretary
Canadian Canal Society
P.0O. Box 1432
St. Catharines, LZR 7kl

The CANADIAN CANAL SOCIETY pub- |
lishes CANALS CANADA twice a vear
and promotes an interests i1n  all
aspects of Canadian canals. Annual
membership is %10.00. -




