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5T.CLAIR FLATS
CAaNAL

The 5t. Clair River made news in
late April of this year by be-
coeing Clogged with ice and delay-
ing shipping in thrs vital water-
may, This 15 indicative of the
probless of trying to extend the
shipping season. However, in the
16505, the more serious concern
Was simply trying to find enough
water to gel throush the St. Clair
River.

The ‘"canal® lies on the border
between the United States and
Canada and has been maintained by
the U.5. Over the years the chan-
nel wias widened and deepened to
handle large ship sizes. However,
the canal +followed a long arc
through the delta. As part of
twentieth century Seaway 1eprove-
pents, a straight ‘“cut-off*
through Canada avoids the rather
curved course of the canal, Never-
theless, the St, Clair Flats Canal
still erists for navigation.

A true navigation canal should be
an artifical, ean sade water-
course, However, calling improve-
eents Lo eristing watercourses a
canal occurred relatively fre-
quently 1n the 1%th century.
Whether  such river improvesents
are technically canals  depends
upan  how such human activity was
required in the improvement.

Are the 5t. Clair Flats Canal and
the Peninsula Creek Canals really
canals or river ieprovesents? [oes
the nase really matter?

TIEN ETATES BIIPCANIL 0N LARE F7. CLAIE

The river enters Lake 5i.
lair through a Jarge delts con-
taining many sesll channels. Mone
were naturzlly mavigable for the
growing ship sizes of the aig-
nineteentt centurv. The first
thannel  excavated through the
shifting channels of the deltz was
ceapleted {n JE35 by private ship-
pers.  The chennel wae greatly
reproved by the Urited States
Eovernment hetween 1857 and JBSE
antdf by the Canadian Government in
1858, By this tiee the cut was
known as the 5t.  Clair Flats
Canal.

The name St, Llair Flats Canal and
fierantriz Breaves” article on the
canals at Huntsville  (CAWALS
CEMADS., #2) resing us  onCe again
that the difference belween 2
canal and & river isprovesent can
sosetimes be rather obscure.

“The canz! between Peninsula Lake
ang Fairy Lake was actually ezca-
vated through Feninsula Creek be-
tween 1686 and 1BBE. The canal was
really 2 man made 1sprovesent of a
river to provide @ sinisus channel
width of 12,7 & (40 feet] and a
depth of 2w (b feel) and extend
navigation 1n the area.

PRESIDENT*S REFODRT

Even though the snoWw cover is
still deep as [ write, the proaise
ot sgring is already evident, and
will be more so when you read my
Repart. The plans the Board of
Directors has for the Annual Ben-
erai Mesting and Spring Tour are,
perhaps, less evident, but they
are well in hand. HBoth the latter
are scheduled for Saturday, May
12, 1984, and by then, the sun
will be higher in the sky.

Over the minter the Board has set
reqularly consolidating  the



Society and broadening its inter-
ests. The mesbership will be asked
ko vyote on amendaents to the Cen-
stitution and By-Laws ab the REM
in person or by provy. Our wember-
ship 15 growing, and Ehis augurs
well for a juint appting with our
friends of the ﬂ:erlggg___gggal

Society 1n the spring of 1985 at
Peterhorough. Bonald Seithies has
sone interesting plans for this
time, Then, in the early fall of
lFEE we shall have the opportunity
to miz with another group ot canal
butfs when we host the English
Inland Waterways ﬁi;nttit1un over-
spas tour, pruhihiy in St. Cath-
arines, .

1 aentioned 1n my first Feport
last Septesber that the ogepgraph-
ical distribution of sur comsgn
interest and its very nature make
the meetings and field trips rela-
tively expensive. As your Presi-
dent | am concerned on your hehalf
with this aspect of our business,
Ta help overcoee the probles | can
otfer a few suggestions! first,
some of us may have to consider
each wseeting and tour as 2 vaca-
tion, and treat it like one by
setting aside a little something
¥ur it each wonthi second, the

thE Board will appoint after the

AGMI can plan events well into the
future and give noktice of thesi
third, whenever possible, individ-
ual nmesbers cost saving initia-
tives wmust be put in place, and
last, 1 recomsend that our bi-
annual aeetings be of a general
rather than of narrow interest and
include @ measure of social com-
tact hetween mesbers. A1l aesbers
aust get value dfor their registra-
tion fee and leave & meeting and
tour well satisfred.

Let wue look at these options as
_ they apply to the tentative plans
for 1984, The 1984 fall aeeting
and tour are scheduled for | Corn-
wall, Ontario, on October 20/21 to
consider the old Soulsnges, Lac-
hine and Beauharnois Canals and
the 5t. Lawrence Seaway. An ex-
traordinary event is anticipated
and the #inal details are being

|
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_%EhillﬂrE koo Lid.,

arranged, Cost saving initiatives?
A coach froa St. Catharines to

Cornmwall, twoc nights shared
{double) accoasodation  there,
breakfast, and tour are estisated
to cost #123-150 per person. Gen-
eral interest? A wide-ranging
tield trip and social evening
anticipated. Tan you plan now for

this weekend?

On a sad note the Board has re-
ceived, and accepted with regret,
the resignation of Chris Andrese
as 4 ﬂlf!{tﬁf of the Society and
Editur EﬂHﬂLS CARARR due to
1n:re;5ed business pressures.
Chris resains & supportive aeaber
of the Society. Thank you Chris
for what you have done for us.

looking for a newsletter
editor, The Board of Directors
will support any aeaber of the
Society who would like to promcte
the Society in this way.

We arp

At the end of the Mewsletter you
will #ind an application for ses
bership i1n the Society. Please
pass 1t on (together with a phato-
copied edition of this Newslebber)
to a friend who shares your canal
interests, If each present meaber
gained ancther we would have to
book angther coach for the spring
tour,

Colin Dugueain

BOOK REVIEWS

Roger N. Sguires, THE NEW MAVIES:
A_HISTORY OF THE MODERN WATERNAYS
RESTORATION WOVEMENT.  Shopwyke
Hall, Chichester, Sussex, England:

Thirty years of maciiog oat old
canals has given Britain a0 exten-
siee neiwork of weterways  pow
enjoying oew [ife aod ap epihas-
tastic following. #istorical back-
groend op the development of for-
ser canal systens ples an  account
of their reclavation for ase fo-
day.

[STh WEWSLETTER., Publications of
Intersct, FALL, 19811

.

nd., 31800,
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WATER POWER ON THE
Microfiche FReport
Series, Parks L[anada, available
only Ffor use at Provincial Arch-
tves or on inter-library loan froa
Parks Canada.

Larry Mchally,
LACHINE CAMAL,

The issue of water power on the
Lachine Canal apens a wide area of
stady oot commanly examived by
Camadian canal histerians,  The
comsercial  1aportamce of wsinyg
navigatien canals fap water power
15 aften overlooked.Yet surplus
waler [n sest Canadian Government
canals was exploited by selling
hydradlic rights to industrial-
158y,

In the case of the Lachine [anal
water power pliyed @ fundamental
role o the tndestrial developaent
n Momtreal, particularly the
petal indestries,

NcKally's report only examenes the
Lachine and coeld ovly touch on a
vartety ol issees In Ehe rhort
repart. Nevertheless it provides 2
context and bibliography for fer-
ther study of the Lachine, and
ather, Canadiar canels,

Incidentally, the Manascript Re-
port Serres of Parts Camada com-
tain 2 variety of research art-
tcles on Camadian canals. Despite
the relative diffrculty of acquir-
ing these reports, the list is
well worth consulting.

John M. Jackson & Fred A, Addis,
THE WELLAND CANALS: A CONPREHEM-
SIVE GUIDE, Welland Canal Founda-
tion, Box 743, 5t. Catharines,
Ont., L2R 6&Y3, $9.95 each/10 or
sore copies S6.00 gach.

The title of this boak Erafy re-
flects its contenty 35 "3 compre-
hemsive guide. Elsewhere in this
NEWSLETTER 1s a bibliography of
Welland Canal booksi for most of
us, this is the only one you will
need. In 140 pages and 150 illus-
trations, the authors outline just
about everything one may want to
know about the canal.
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Chapter one 1s & geographic/econ-
omtc/technical fhistorical overviem
of the canal and its 1mpact on the
region. Chapter two is a guide to
the present canal and  visible
hittoric features. Chapter three
discusses ship operation through
the canal with sech vignettes as
average daily operating rosts
($11,000 tn 1981}, Chapter may be
the nost wseful in that it pro-
vides a collection of tacks, fig-
ures, sources of information and &
bibltography on the Seaway, Wel-
land Canal, shipping, and societ-
ies.

The iflustrations are particularly
good and include conteaporary and
archival photos, several excellent
naps and a number of graphics and
charts on tock and ship operation.

The book was written by those that
know therr subyect well. It is
well arganized, well laid out, THE
KELLAKD CANALS 15 well worth the
purchase price.

REHABILITATION DF\
&:nnm_s JErS-r e

While some historic canals, nota-
bly the Rideau Canal, have main-
tained both their historic and
navigation functions, other canals
have not been so lucky. The Shu-
benacadie in Mova Scetia, and
Soulanges in Huebec, for example
have been abandoned. But two major
historic camals have been the
subject in recent years-to a re-
vitalized role.

At Montreal, FFarl:s Canada is un-
dertaking a long range rehabil-
itation of the Lachine Canal ehile
at 8t. Catharines, a public ocrgan-
izatian, the Hellagd Canal Preser-
vation Association” (NCPA) is mak-
ing sections of the first, second
and third canals “navigable® to
cyclists and “walkers.

The Merritt trail, as the WCPA
trail is known, will link Thoroid
and Port Dalhousie when cospleted
by the end of 1984, The 11 im
trail is an 2 to .5 wmetre wide

path that links several parkettes
and strategic parking lots within
St. Catharines. About $1.2 sillion
will have been spent when all of
the presently cosmilied work 15
cospieted. in planning stages are
a path along sections of the third
canal and to ectend the trail to
Port Colborne. ALl of the work is

pstimated to cost $2.3 |§I1:uﬂ.

Eaerson Banks, general sanager of
the MCPA, notes that long range
plans include reconstruction of
desonstration locks on the third
canal.

Z In Montreal Parks Canada 15 1S

developing a similar and ulti-
wately such sore asbitious project
for the Lachine Canal. (See ‘Re-
discovering Montreal's Lachine
Canal®, [ CANARIAN  GEOGRAPRIL,)
Aprilifay, 19811, A cycling/hiking
trail has been developed froe
Lachine Lo central Montreal at a
cost of %8 million. But because
post the canal is still in place,
there is scae tilk of reopening it
tq_gfftgg}lgn. Fart of the desire
arises from the probles of locking
pleasure boats through the massive
locks of the Seaway Canal on the
south shore, A short, but crucial
section of the Lachine canal has
been filled in at Montreal harbour
and this would have to be ex-
cavated.

. =
RE THE ikgiffj? ING TOUR.

The Buttalo EIPRESS says that the
Suspension Bridge over the Desjar-
dins, at Hamilton, E.N., and
alaost over the Swing Bridge which
caused the dreadful railroad dls-
aster , fell down on Friday last.
# severe thunder stors, accompan-
ied with gust of wind, passed aver
the city, and the anchors or stays
of the structure were broken, the
bridge destroyed, and it now lies
in ruins in the abyss, Fortunately
no one was on the bridge when it
Fell.

[Livingston Repablicae, Geneseo,
New fork, @u_hﬁﬁs

-courtesy of Emily Madden

UFPCOMING EVENTS

May 12: Spring Tour & AGM of CCS:
A look at the Desjardins Canal.

June 14-17: Society for Industrial
frcheolegy, 13th Annual Confer-
ence, Boston, Mass.. Contact Mich-
ael FEIEEI, Charles River Museus
of Industry, 154 Moody 5t., Walt-
has, Mass, 02154,

July 25-29 Annual Meeting, Lexing-
ton Group in Transportaktion His-
tory, Duluth Minm, Contact Don
Hofsoamer, 1010 lephyr, Plainvien,
Texas, 19072,

ﬁuq -5 CAMAL DAYS, Part Colborne

Historical and Marine Hus!ul 280

King 5t, Port Colborne, LIK 5XB
(41h-834-7604].
Sept  19-23 Annual  Conference,

Rssociation for Preservation Tech-
________ Toronta.  Eontact Jdean

Simonton, APT 1984, 77 Bloor St.

W. |2nd Floor}, Toronta, W74 2RY.

Oct 12-14 Society for  Industrial
Archealogy Fall Tour, St. Cath-
arines/Niagara Falls. Contact
Arden Phair, 5t. Catharines His-
torical Wuseua, 343 Merraitt 3t.,

St. Catharines, L2T 1K7.

Oct.20-21 Fall Tour of C.L.5. to
Carnwall and Montreal.

ADDRESSES

All CANALS CANADA correspondence
to:

Christophar Andreae

&l Lonsdale Drive

London, MG 174

A1l other correspondence and sea-
bership inguiries to!
Robert Taylar, Secretary
Canadizn Canal Soctety
P.0. Box [632
St. Catharines, LZR 7K!|

The CANADIAM CAMAL SOCIETY pub-
lishes CANALS CANARA twice z  year
ind prosotes an interest in all
aspects of Capadian canals. Annual
geabership s §10.00, !




BIBLIOGRAFPHY OF
THE WELLAND CANAL

Addis, Fred A, & John K. Jackson,
TRE MELLAKD CAWALS: R CONPRE-
BERSIVE GUIDE. St. Catharines,
Ont.: Lincoln, 198Z.

Alotan, Christine, A BISTGRY OU1-
LIKE Of PORT BALRBUSIE 1850-
190, Port Dalhousie, Ont.:
Canada Manpower MWorks, n.d.

Anderson, Mellor, ¥ILLY LLINBS TKE
KELLAKE CAKAL. St. Catharines,
Ont.: Stonehouse, n.d.

Bassett, John M & A.R. Petrie,
KILLIAN KANILTON NERRITT. Den

Muguessn, Colin K. & Damel J.
Blenney, # GUIBE I0 THE BRAND
RIVER CAMAL. St. Catharines,
fnt.: &t. Catharines Histor-
ical Museum, 1980,

Bilham, Skip, THE WELLAWD CARAL
M1S510K, 5t. Catharines, Ont.:
Stonehouse, 1981,

Breenwald, Michelle, Alan Leviti,
L Elzine Peebles, THE WELLANE
CARRLS,  FISTORICAL RESOURLE
REALYSIS  ANE  PEESERVATION
RLTERNATIVES. Toronto! Minis-
try of Culture & Recreation,
1977,

7 Jackson, John M., S1. CRTEARINES.

OKTRRIO: 115 ERRLY YEMAS.
Belleville, Ont.: Mika, 1975,

o MELLAND RAND THE
TRE  NELLAND
Belleville,

.

BELLARE CANAL:
CANAL  BYRASS.
Ont,: Mika, 1975,

Hichael, Betti, PORT RORINSON:
KELLAKE CANAL JoOth ANKIVER-
SkRT, n.p., 1974,

Michener, D.M., THE CANALS &1
NELLAKD. Welland, Onb.: Rotary
Club;, 1973.

Miagara Historical Conference Pro-

ceedings, THL HELLAND CANALS.
St. Catharines, Ont.: Brock
University, 1979.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIF

Pay, Willian, RECOLLECTIONS OF 5T,
CATHARINES  1§37-1902. 5t
Catharines, Ont.: St. Cath-
arines  Historical  Museus,
1981.

Pritchard, Jean, THE NELLAND CANRE
IN STORY AKD PICTHRES. Port
Robinson, Ont.: 1975,

Proctor, Frank, TRE DAY N
RELLARD  CANML  RONSTER  WET
SANTR. Gt. Catharines, Ont.:
Lincoln, 1982,

Rehabilitate the Old Feeder Canal
wssoc., A FERSIBILITY STWDY oM
THE  NELLAND FEEDER  ChWAL.
Waintleet, Ont.! 1979,

Kunrals, J, Lawrence, THE IRISH ON
THE KELLAKD CAWALS. 5t.  Cath-
arines, Ont.: Public Library,

1974,

KELLAND CANAL VISITORS GUIDE, G&t.
Catharines, Ont.: Stonehouse,
1981,

Williamson, Ethel, & L1GET 0K THE
SERNRY, St, Catharines, 0nt.:
1973,

Prepared by Rob Taylor

Please enroll me as a member of the Canadian Canal Society.

I enclose my membership fee of §°

......................

B S vy s T e e e e A e F R A R A e e S R ey

Province (State)

.....................................

Postal Code .. ...veevrersisnrnaasssssss

Please mail chegue payable to CANADIAN CANAL SOCIETY (in Canadian
Funds) with application to:

Membership fees: Individual
Family

Secretary

Canadian Canal Society

P.O. Box 1652

St, Catharines, Ontaric

LZR 7K1

$10.00
$15.00

Contributing $25.00




