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This historical picture shows the opening ago. A wisit Tto this lock will be enly one

coremcny alb Lhe Peterborough Lift Lock on of many interesting events due Lo Lake

Lhe Trent Garnal, July 8, 1804, The hyd- place during the joint Spring Meeting of
raulies 1ift lock iz the higheskt such lock our Bocicty dnd bhe American Canal Society
in the world and is as much an engineering in Peterborough May 17, 18 and 19. (Photo
marvel boday as it was elghly-one years courtesy of the Peterborough Public Library)
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CANAL BECORDS IN THE PUBLIC ARCHINVES OF CAMADA
by Glenn T, Wright

The eelebraticon of the Nationanl Farks repository for the historical records of
centennial Lhis year Is an appropriate the poverpment of Canada E:.;‘li:] here one can
time to reflect on the documentary find the records of Canada's canals. For
heritage associated with Canada's historic the uninitiated, I should peint eut that
canala. We are indeed fortunate Lhat an the archival heldings of the division are
sxtensive array of ocriginal documentation organized and maintained according to the
relating to cur canals has survived and government department or agency that cre-
is preserved at Lhe Public Archives of aled the records and/or transferred them
Canada in Ottawa. The Federal Archives te the archives; these departmental units

Division of the PAC iz Lhe official are referred to a8 record groups.  And
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now, a brief introduction to the archival
records relating to the history of canals
in Canada.

During the Union pericd, 1841-1867, and
for several years Tollowing Confederation,
the Department of Fublie Werks {Record
Group II) was responsible for the gevelop-
ment and operation of canals in Canada.

In 1879, a new department, Rallways and
Canals {Record Group 43), was esbtablished,
a decigiorn that ¢learly emphasized the
national importance of transportation in
the emerging Dominicn. The archival
records of these two departments congist

of correspondence,; subject files, confraczs
and related documentaticon on all s#spects of
canal contruction, operatien, mainienancs
administration from the early ninetesnth
century Lo the 1830's.

In 1936, Railways and Canals and several
octher departments were amalgamated Lo form
the Department of Transport. Transporo
administered the canal system until 18V
when Canada's heritage canals were brans-
ferred te Parks Canada; responsibility for
the Welland Canal has been assumed by the
8t.Lawrence Seawsy Authority in 1958,

The Transport records in Lhe BAC, RO
12, and the receords of the Seaway Author-
ity, BG 52, include éxtensive series afl
files relating Lo canals in general and
in the case of RG 52, records pertaining
to the construction and operaticon of fthe
Seaway since the 1950's.

Last year, Parks Canada turned over
to the PAC about 100 meters of canal
records that had been acouired fraom
Tramsport In 1972, These reécords,
largely correspondence and subject Files,
cover many aspects of cansl administratiaon
and operation in Canada dating from the
1840's to the early 1970's. With this
large and significant acguisizicn of
records, I have ne hesitation in stating
that our canal heritage iz extrenely well
documented and available {or research at
the Public Archives. As in any srchiwves,
varicus inventories, finding aids, lists
and indexesa have been prepared bto assist
the researcher.

In the next issue of the newsleller,

1 will explore in mere debail ths
archival recdrds in the PAD pelating Lo
Lhe history of the Welland Canal. -
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In our last issue we menticned "Talking

U the Rideaw", an automobile tour of the
Figdeaw Canal on two ninety-minute audio-
cagsettes.  What we didn't mention was
how to eblain them. Here 15 Lhe infer-
metion you wil!l ne&d e order: §17 plue
Y% salez tax (chegue or money order) to
Hideau Wateh, Box 196, Station B, Ottawa,
Onbario, K1 8Ca,

Speaking of the Rideau, D.G.Brets, whe
operates Pleasant View Cottages on the
Aideau Canal alt Seeleys Bay, Ontaric has
written the Society asking for some help.

Az part of Parks Carada's Centennial
Chig yedr, he is greating a digplay in
geveral of his older cothages. In dne
will be a presentation concerning the
canals of The world with emphaszis on
Capadian, U.5. and U.K. cznals. The
ather cottage will feature a video
display plus a small exhibition of zhe
arts:end crafts of the canals. hHe zlso
hopes to have an English narrowboat on
display. Mre.Brett would appreciate
hearing from anyveone who could kelp with
Lhe project. His address is Box 98,
Seeleys Bay,0nt.,KOH 2NC (613-387-3335),

For canal buffs heading to England
this wezr an attraction not fo be missed
i= the Beat Museum at Ellesmers Foint,
Cheshire. Many consider it the best
caral and oat museum in the world., Tt
will e the lesation of & Spring Rally
May 25, 26 and 27 but snytine is a pood
Lime for a wisit.

A bit of cannl frivio: Up uptil as
recently as 1936 the Chanmbly Canal {see
"The Bookshelf") used wooden scows
pulled by horses, the only regular use
of horeses fer canal work in Canada
during this century.

My thanks to Ceolin Dequemin Tor B
ovbaining our interesting page one photo-



THE BOOKSIELL

graph., Let's hope the weather is less

damp for our visit to the Lift Leock im The Work Force of the Richeligu River

May than it apparently was for ocpening Oanals 1843-1980 by F.—ﬁndrérﬁﬁbigny.

day back in 18904, Parks Canada, Ohttawz, 1983, The book
is avallakle (cat.no.R81-219-5R) frem

Sherman Zavite vhe Canadian SGovernmenlt Publishing Centre,

Supply and Serwvices; Canada; Huill, Quebec,

#os WU WO CIEe HEC K W e R Canada, KLA 059, or through suthorized
Canadian governnent bookstore agents and

FROGRAMME COMMITTEE REPORT other bookstores. Also available in

French (cat.no.RBl-219-5F) b7 .50

The Programme Commitbes reports plans
are underway Lo host wvisitors from
England for the Fall Meeting. An item
in the last WATERWAYS NEWS, published
monthly by the British Waterways Board,
just received, reads:

"For- 1985 Hon has arranged Two trips.
The first, during the Spring Bank Holiday

This is a canal history with a dif-
ference. It does not deal with the
struclkural development or record of
service bub rather iz a social history,
dealing with the people who, over the
decades made possible the actual operation
af the Chambly Canal and Zsint-Curs Lock.

for up to =ix days, will be to the Irish The book is extremely well researched
Republic. The second one, Lo Canada, and, whilez scholarly in style, is most
will be at the end of August and last for readable, Numerous photdpraphs, tables
two weeks., This will inelude a visit to and maps enhancs the text.

the 5t. Laurence (sic) Seaway, the Ottawa
River, the Bideau Canal, the Welland
Canal , and Niagara Falls."

The Richeliew Canals, while noe loenger
in use for cemmercial trafiic, do play
hest to many pleasure crafht .each year.
Hopefully many of these Visitors give a
bil ol thought to those who served the
canals for more than a century. As the
author rotes, "Thelr lives sheuld not
be left in cbhscurity, nor should their
gocompl ishments go unrecorded, !

Ron Oakly, the organizer, is a membar
of the Inland Waterways Association,
southwest region.

It is now expecled that the Canadian
Canal Society will host this group,

: = ~ g o . ] o
probably the weekend of Sept. & and 7, P.-fndrd Sdvigny has helped to 1ift
in the 8t.Catharines area. MNore definite thie weil of chsourity most admirably.

information will be provided later.
conlbinued. ..
Hayward Madden

Chairman
****-ﬂﬂ*ﬁ********ﬂ-ﬂhh-}-}-ﬂ*-"d'ﬂﬁIrhﬂ-ﬂ-#*fﬁﬂ-ﬂ-*ﬂ-*%**

SEAWAY TRADE MISSION

Canadian and American members of & 5L. were reachied.
Lawrence Scaway trade mission representing
shipping interests and the adninisirators The Canadian greoup was leéad by
of the 3700 kilometer welerway completed William A. O'Neii of Ottawa, president
a two week wisit to six of the major com- of the 8z, Lawrence Seaway Authority.
mercial and.industrial seaport cities in He has been acktive in the European
the Common Market on February 12. business community urging use of the
Seaway Tor mernufactured goods destined
Strengthening relations with the Deaway for ths hearcvland of the United Etates
customers and develeping new areas for and Canada.

trade development were the purposes of Lne
tour and officials felt both chjectives
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The Bookehelf contirued. ..

The Ottawa River Canal Syslem by Normarnd

Lafreniere. Parks Canada, OLtawa, 1984.

fvailable through Lhe same sources as

the previcus book. English (cat.oc.BBi-

218=17E) French (cat.no.RE1-219-12F)
$5.25

This is an excellent additicon to Can-
adian Canzl historical resesrch. In it
the author preszents a history of the
Ottawa River Canal system Trom the Time
contruction bsgan until 1963, One of the
mogt interesting chaplers, however, desals
with the primitive "canals" (so called
because of the absence of locks); built
long before the official canalization of
the river. Very little is known about
these "canals'.

Between 181% and 1834, tne Carilleon,
Chutegﬁ-ﬂlcndeau, and Grenville Canals
were btuilt and gquickly began to be used
by commercial traffic although they had
been constructed with more of a military
use in mind,

Numercus and excel lent photographs,
maps and charts help to make this book
most enjoyable and informative.
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ADDRESSES ;

Sherman Zavitz
7020 Woodington Road
Wiagara Falls
Ontario Lad 223

A1l cother correspondence and
membership information:

Robert Taylor, Doorabary
Canadian Canal Societly
P.0.Box lE€Be
St.Catharines

Ontario LaR 7KL

Canals Canada/Canaux Du Carada Editor:

efter 'To ! ' Thea Laiter

Dear Sip:

dyer & pariod of Simée [ have reg

elved
cganal related snguizles from two of our

Soecietny members, bobh
might add are American friends. 1 have
not beaern aple to answer Lthese enguiries
and 1 would 1ike to share them with the

Canadlian Cansl [

regders of Canale Canada/Canaux du Canada,
£ i

I would like Lo Buggest that any reader
who 12 able o be of assistance reply
threugh the Editor of the newsletter so

what we all benelfil.

The Tirst enguiry Is from William E.
Trour 121, Vice=Fresident of the Anerican
His enguiry peirtalins to
Lbie present status, conditien; and main-
tenance of the remains of the bBalllie-
Grohman Canal, British Columbia. It
seams Lhalt it was just over ten yesrs oapo
Ehat The American Canal Guide, Part I,
featured this canal.

Cangl Eociety.

have alsoe nad an engquiry, of rather
enqueiries, Trom Mr.Bev Morant, our
American member In Sierre Madre, Uali-
fernia. Bev directed my gbtention Lo
ar old foundry or workshop alongside the
Trenz=Ssvern Waterway at Hastings, Ont.
Bev Teelg the npuilding is of scme age
with some industrial archeeological
importance, znd now woenders shout ibs
conditiaon and atabus.

Bev's second engquiry relates To The
préasent Feneslon Falls Lock. He =ays in
hi=z Ielber: "As one approaches that end
of the loock (the south end;, there used
o oe what locks like = light house, al-
thougn I believe I can see-a bell in the
tion of ‘the bower. Dees anayone in the
Canadian Canal Zocliety know when this was
put in place, [ts use and when was this
very historical lecking tower removed?!

Lastly, also from Bew, &n enguiry re-
garding the old Qulbute Locks, west of
Oftawa, on the Ottaws River. These locks
were probably the largest wooden locks
ever built staled the Ottawa Saturday
Citdgen of July 3, 1971, and that year

the foundatiens could still bes sesn. Does
any reader know bheir present condition?

Yours sincerely,

Colin Duguemin




PRESIDENT 'S REPORT

This is my last opportunity to address
you directly in Canals Canada/Canaux du
Canada. My term of office is clasing,
and the search is already on for a new
President of the Society.

Perhaps, however, [ can look back
before locking forward. HNot long ago,
the Board of Birectors recognized Donald
L. Smithies, the first President of the
Canadian Canal Socieby/Scciete des
Canaux du Canada. The Directors confer-
red upon Donald Smithies the honorary
title of "Charter President" of the
Society. Don, now with Lhe Provincial
Museum of Albertaz, in Edmonton,
gracicusly accepted this recognition,

Over the past year or so we have been
able to increase membership in the Society.
Some very successful field trips have un-
doubtedly helped in this regard, and
Turther field trip successes will abtlract
ather new nembers. I feel, however, that
it is often the "personal Ltouch" that is
the best means of promoting the Socciaty.
With this newsletter, each membar will
receive a lebter from me covering a
membership appl ication form. I urge you
to =ee that the latter is personally con-
veyed to a friend or good acquainltance
whe is interested in canal matters, or
whoe would benefit by becoming familiar
with our fisld trips and other affairs.
If egach one of us gained another member
(or more) by mid-May, our new President
would have s solid foundation on which
o build our further progress.

Our next President will take office
at the Annual General Meeting which will
be held at Felerborough on the weekend
af May 17, 18 and 19, 1985%. The Canadian
Canal Society/Sociste” des Canaux due
Canada will host the American Canal
Society at thls Spring Meeting, and we
can lock forward to a most interesting
weekend., I take this cpportunity e
thank Sociéty memnber Douglas Stewart
for hiz thoughtful and careful planning
of thiz meeting.

Plans are also under way for the Fall
Meeting to be held in St.Catharines cn
Saturday, September 7, 1885, At that

Lime, The Society will host 45 members

af the Inland Waterways fSssoceiantion of
Greal Britain on lis overseas tour of
Caradian cansls The Et.Catharines
Higstorical Museum, whose Welland Canals
Gallery will be & focus of interest on

Fhis wisit by the IWhA, will be co-operating
with ug apain, bolh Lo host the WA and to
co-zponscr g local Tield trip and evening
banguet .

L combivalion of the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police Musical Wide and canalling
at Peterborough, where we Lake a boat up
the Lift lock, appesrs te be the balance
of zotivities which make our field trips
g0 interesting. [ am sure weoshall have
an excel lent mister of membaers, old and
new, at FPeterborough. 1 leok forward
Lo geging you There when we welcome our
american Canal Sociely friends led by
their President, Bill Shank.

Colin Duguemin
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BRING BACK THE WATER

Fron Canadianm Yachting, Power and Bail),
Marohn, ISEL,

Foar the growing nunmber of yachbsmen
wheo visit Cape Brefon's Sras d'Or Lakes
each summer, the main gquesticn this spring
ig whether the St.FPeters Daral will be back
in eperation In Lime Tor the navigation
sedscn. Parks Cangds drained the llé-year-
old wamal last fall go that the walls could
Be rehlUilt. The contrdctor involved made
good progress during an unuosually dey and
mild fall, bul g making no promises about
compleling the work before his contractl
date — Sept.,19845, However, everyone is
hopeful  that the cansl carc be reflooded
near the beginning of Lthe summer so that
pleasure cralt can epnter while the remainder
of the work is being finished. The Eras
d!'0r regicn can De reached by a nerthern
entrarce, but it i= by far the long way
araund unless you hagppen to be coming south
from Mewfoundland. IT Lhe Bras 4'0Or is
ineluded in your tentative 1985 cruising,
checl on Lhe status of the project by
calling Parks Caneda at 932-426-3446.
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Please enrol me as a member of the Canadian Zanal Society.

| enclose my membership fee of §

MNAME

ADDRESS

PROVINCE(STATE) FOSTAL CODE

Flease mail cheque payable to CAMNADIAN CANAL SCCIETY (in
Canadian funds, please) with application to.

Secratary,

Canadian Canal Soclety,

PO, Box 1852,

S5t. Catharines, Cntarlo

L2R 7K1

MEMBERSHIF FEES . . . . . . . . o « o o . . . Inddividuai ... F10
Family oo ... H185

Contributing ..., 325




