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C.C.S. Spring Field Trip

John Burtniak has planned another exciting ex
tour of the rather neglected canal-side towns of
the Welland Canal on 30 November, 1824) and
application form, are included in this mailing.
exploration of our walerways heritage!

The 1996 Annual General Meeting willb
which, and the report of the Nominating Comr
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C.C5 UK

Twenty-nine members of the C.C.5. will spend
the 50th Anniversary of the Inland Walerways
International Association for Inland Waterw

our up-coming President, Bob Sparks, will alte

REMINDER !!  For members wha have sij

Information Meeting on 1:



World Canal Conference, Birmi

An exdlting programe has been developed b
which will form an important part of the cele
Inland Waterways Assodation. Whilethe C
the British Waterways conference, our group
events, including a Civic Reception on theev
delegation will be a group of 40 members of
groups from the Australian Canal Society, |
Canal Sodety of New Jersey. Representativ
organizations will also be in altendance, brir
British Canals, which will be publicly assemt
good time should be had by all.
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Some travel tips for those atten

Three bits of information which might be us
in the UK this summer — either staying on z
independently later in the season.

Near Reading; a uniquesight — a turf-side
ariginally built in 1720, and believed to be t!
Garston Lodk, once but one of up a hundrec
threatened with being filled in and replaced
Waterways accepted its unicqueness, and ha
and water meadow flowers to turf the lock

Manchester: Harry Ramsden's, a well know
jeity on theriver Irwell al its Water Street pr
b i 75 e marwre o4 A Gllermdimirbe retuirt



Fort Frances Canal : Onedf Canada's |
Robert E
[ Reprinted from the Cana

The history of Canadian engineering presents
proposed but never built. This is not very sur
warks has always been dosely associated will
though Lord Durham warned against this pra

In cont rast, this country does not contain mar
started but never finished, even though there]
used for a timme, and then abandoned and remy

One of the few unfinished works that may stil
town of Fort Frances, in the far west of Ontaris
facing the US town of International Falls, Fort
on the banks of the Rainy River which flows v

The location was therefore an impaortant one it
route by water from the east tothe west of Ca
reminder of its association with the Hudson's
Gearge Simpson's young English wife.

There were falls on the river at this location, a
lakes within the Shield country of Canada, fall
loading and unloading of all the cances and of
travel.

The period when the Dawson Road from Prine
Settlement was in active use prabably saw thi
economy measures followed by the Liberal ad



By the end of 1878 excavation was substantiall
lack gates ready to proceed. There was, howe
of which the Mackenzie Government was defe
Conservatives back into power. They were pls
Pacific Railway and as a railway, nct as an "an
proposal had been dubbed. [t was, somewhat

Work on the Fort Frances Canal was therefare
total amount of $288,278.51 had been spent on
wasted since the channel has been used for the
adjacent paper mill since 1905. The excavatior
the bridge from Fort Frances ta International F

Quite naturally, there have been numerous su,
completion of the proposed canal, or for theu:
type of lift lock. The earlier proposals are com
report of the International Joint Commission o
Rainy River drains} published in 1917,

I was kindly reminded of this report by Mrs. K
Frances Public Library, who also prwided me
interest. There was established, for example, a
authority to carry out improvements from five
west of the Long Sault, a small rapid further d

Nothing, however, was done and so the canal
channel. Indicative of the blighted hopes was
of a movable span in the international bridge L
not be the end of the stary, however, since loc:
the canal has never really disappeared. Until t

regular steamers sailing from Fort Frances lo K
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THE ST. MARY’S

In 1888, the Department of Railways and |
canal at Sault Ste. Marie. Hugh Ryan and
construction began in earnest in the spring
excavated to a length of 7294 feet from pie
length of 900 feet and 60 feet in width anc
the lock walls was cut in Amherstburg and
barge, while the backing stone was excavat
brought to the Soo on steamers.

On September 7, 18935, the Canadian stean
upbound under the command of Captain P
open for business, it was limited to dayligh
months, Electric lighting of the banks and
marker buoys at the entrance to the channe
complete, the canal commenced 24 hour se
smaller Canadian and American vessels in:
catered to the larger American bulk freight

During this canal’s existence, there have b
suspended navigation. On June 9, 1909, tt
the lock downbound, to be followed in tan
which would tie up astern. Meanwhile, an
upbound below the lock, was attempting tc



During the first and second world wars, art
prevent saboteurs from destroying this syst
link for shippers headed for the Canadian I
used this waterway as the larger lakers, wi
American locks; thus a confrontation woul

In the later years, as the smaller Canadian :
tankers and the steel carrier Yankcanuck f
of the Soo area. In 1988, a collapse of the
canal and it has remained in this state to th
currently being made to re-open the lock w




Canal-Side Mill may form

The magnificent red sandstone strudure knd
Beaver Cotton Mills, built on the bank of th
may come tolife once more, if an application
appraved. The structure, currently owned by
abandoned since the 1950s, but its landmark

important role in the local economy. If zonin
surviving structure — including thal smokes
intonew retail space, intended o house Spec
Plans also call for a dean-up of the surround;
nearby Mountain Locks Park. It is also planr
of the First and Second Canals and spillway,

This projed has the support of the 5L Cathar
considerable interest to all canal and heritage
(published by the SL Calharines Heritage Co

I T T TR D T R S T R R R TR S NI

Welland Canals to g

C.C.S. members culside the academic comim
University will play hast to hundreds of acac
from all paris of Canada and the United Stat
Sodeties" hold their annual meetings here, fr

Among those socielies will be the Canadian
members, Bobbie Styran and Rob Taylor, w
maorning of Friday 31 May. Their paper will
Welland Canal as an Integral Parf of the 5L [
will indude a paper on the Saull 5te. Marie



The Canadian Canal Society

Lxeculive Officers for 1995-96

Pasl President: Sheila Wilson
President: Norman Macdonald
Vice- President: Robert Sparks
Secretary: Doris Bates
Treasurer: Caral Gaspari

Send all corres)
Daoris Be
Canadiz
P.O. Box
124 We
St Cath
LL2K 716

Contributions |
Roberts
35 Towr
St. Cath
12T 3GE

APPLICATION FOR MEM]

Mease enrol me as a member of the
[/ We enclose my/ our membiership fee
Individy



