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President's Message

Through the efforts of Board rmembers George Hume, Bob Sears, John Buriniak and
Norm Macdonald, the C.C.S, pulled off another delightful excursion — this time to the
Graverhurst-Huntsville ares in the Muskokas. Many tharks to these four mermbers for their
efforts in making this visit such a success (report in the Spring issue of the Newsedied.

I was plessed to see o large contingent of members present at Lock 3 on Friday August 6,
to celebrate the 170th anniversary of the turming of the first sod of the First Welland Canal,
the b7th anniversary of the opening of the Fourth Welland (present) Canal, which is part of
the St. Lawrence Sesway, and the 40th anniversary of the opening of the Seaway. The triple
commernorative ceremeny, hosted by the nguﬁ chxan wos well attended by both political
representatives and business leaders of the marine industry. It was also &ppmnnate te hawve
the C.C.5, acknowledged by the Region’s Chairperson.

The Welland Canals Foundation will again be celebrating Williarn Hamilton Merritt
Davat Lack 3 on Monday Novernber 29 at 10 5 1. Algoma Central Marine, which is
celebrating ite 100th arniversary, will provide one of their vessels for this ceremony,

Qur second Sacial Aftermoon gei- together was held at the 5t. Catharines Museurm on
Sundas 7 Mowernber 14 (zee notice B 4}, Both of these “socials” have pmved pﬂpular with cur
mernbers, and we intend to continue thern from time to time,

At this time [ would like to thank all members for supporting the Society. Your
cornments are always encouraged snd welcomed — please remernber that this is YOUR
Society, and you ere needed to make it successful ! Happy Helidays! Al Sykes
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1998-2000 Executive elected at A G. M.

The Saciety’s 4G M. was held on the bus en routs to Erie, Penina, and the f:::llc:wmg
wers elected to the Executive:;

Irmmediate Past President Eob Sparks
President &l Sykes
Viece-Fresident George Hume
Tressurer Carol Gaspari

Secretary Doris Bates



SpringField Trip and A.G.M. —5 June 1999

B june was & bright sunny day that could be termed "hot” — particularly when the bus
alr conditioner refused 1o cooperate  for the two-hour ride to Erle, Pennsylwania! Fortunately
the driver was able to fix the problem after our arrival in Erie, In spite of this period of
discornfort the members looked forward to their exploration of Enie and the cornmunity of
Girard, hoth located on the Erie Extension Canal, which linked the Ohio River with Lake Erie.

A= usual, wre rnet at Brock Unai "exsxh; thern headed for the Chueen Elizabeth Way,
r.:'tpan-ad by Ohieen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, on 7 JTune 1939, to Niagars Falle, The final
stretch to For Erie was completed in 1956, Un entering Fort Ene John Burtniak pointed out
that the Bowen Road Bridge was the last of the original LF‘W bridges still intact. No doubt
the twinring of the Pesce Bridge and the development of “super highways” to support
NAFT & trade will lead to the demise of this structure.

Qur destination was Erie, Penna., thind largest city in the state. A saltwater sea on the
Esst and o freshwater zes on the Nerthwest border the flanks of Pennsylvanis. The natural
pmtactianmi the Pr&mq_ue’ Isle par-.im;ula made Erie a iagical pi&ca for s 'pm't. Because of this
rmaritime connection end the part it was to play in the War of 1812, our first visit was to the
Enre Maritime Musgeum, where John Scheloske, s museum guide, gave us a llvely oral history
of the War of 1812, after which we viewed the exhibits, including o mid-ship section of the
Lewrrence showing battle damage caused by canunon fire, Following our orlentation we raoved
outside to tour the MNiagzrs guided by Maxine snd Jack. who conveyed a sense of shi proard
lifie, & truer sense of this life was to be seen all around as the crew prepared the ship for
another sumimer's activities: & wisual rerninder of the difference between o working ship and
a preserwved ship,

Uar slletied time at the Maritime Museum passed far too quickly, then members
adjoumed to the Pufferbelly for lunch. At the I“uﬂ;—m:ll‘i*. Ma:yEﬂm Sinclair, who had taken
the time to print & special per‘lﬂlmllueﬂ rmenu for the C.C5., grested rembers. The
restaurant is located in a formmer 1907 fire hall that had served the community until 1979, and
fittingly preserves its hl"t:‘:ﬂ‘} We were delighted to find old maps on the wall, indicating the
ling taken by the Ene Extension Canal, snd members spoke highly of the excellent food and
service at the Putferbelly

Afier lunch Sarah Thompson of the Erie County Historical Society met us at the
restarrant, Leaa:hné uz to the Historics! Socieny Mussum she took s few morments to m::mi ot
the historical buildin g2 along ihe route. 42 the Mussum mernbers wiswed a dieplay on Erie’s
contribution to the war effor! during World War Twe. Also. more maps wers on display
showing the caral route in Erje C nunw and within Erie. Adjacent to the Museum is the
Cashier's House, dating from 1839, snd listed on the National Register of Historic Pleces.

Afteran all-too-short visit there, we bearded the bus te go on te Girard, Penna, — one
el the many towns which prospered dunng the canal era. 1845-1871. Sarah had srranged for
Stephanie Wincik to join us in Girerd, so iha‘t we could ‘:pht into two groups o explore the
town, Members exarnined the srchitecture of the community, and in particular explered the
Rush S, Battles House, Some members trecked scrass s field to wiew the former line of the
canal. Though there is little left of the canal itself, it has left a rich collection of buildings to
cornrnemaerats an mportant peried in the growth of the community,



After leawing Girard the bus took us {o Flatea, where members could observe the line of
the canal where, in s distance of two miles. 28 locks were built to overcome the change in
elevation, Then on to the interstate for the retum trip te St, Catharines,

& gpecial "thank-you” to the Penneylvania Canal Society, which had conducted & fleld
trip of the Erie Extension Canal in April. Zip Zimmerman, President of the Pennsylvania
Canal Society, kindly made awvsilsble a selection of dotuments from that field trip, which
:atwatl to provide the historical context rmmr&d to understand the role of the canal in the
area’s development.

Time and distance constraints made it difficult te explore more fully the history of Erie
and Erie County. However. a number of members vowed to return and see more of this

histonic ares, Bob Sears
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Book Review — Goaded to Madness: The Battle of Slabtown. By Paul Hutchinson
and Michsel Power (St. Catharines: Slabtown Press, 1999). 52 pages, {llus. paperbound,

There are rnany stories about the Welland Canals. One of these, the so-called “Battle of
Slabtown” inwvoelwved Ivish workers on the Second Canal. Panl Hutchinson and Michael Power
have written the first in-depth study of the last great battle between Irish Catholics and Irish
Protestants along the Welland. The conflict took plncc in front of Duffin’s Inx, on 12 July 1849,
at Blabtown, the nickname for the shantytown of Centreville {later the village of Merritton,
now part of 51, Catharines). The boek, filled with strikes, riots and memorsble characters, is
thoroughly researched. documented and illustrated, and places the Battle of Slabtown within
the context of disturbarnces which began in 1842, It features Father William Patrick MceDonagh,
a dominant figure both before and after the Battle of Slabtown, who was also responsible tw
the building of the church that became the Cathedral of 5t. Catherine of Alexandria in 5t
Catharines. This ltile book throws an interesting light on part of the Welland's history, and is
vrell worth sequiring for one’s canal library,

Avrailable from: Paul Hutchinson

141 Bradley Strest
St, Catharines, Ont, L2T 1R8

Cost: §9,00 + 31.50 for postage John Burtniak
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Baard Members 12902000

At &dsrns George Huber Roberis Styran
John Burtnisk Ken Mackenzie Robert Sears
Dawid Crarmare Peter McKenns ¥Wes Tumer
Patricia French Jitn Purdie



- -C.C.5. “Sodial” — Sunday, 14 November 1999

The Fsll Social was held at the 5t Cathsrines Museum, with about 25 membere and
several curious and interested museum maxtors, spending & pleasant afternoon sharing
stories and pictures sboui canals, the Great Lakes, and the boats that plied these waters.

&¢ with the first Social, held in the spring, the Fall Secial was well received, and we
agsure the mernbership that others will be held in the future.

The Museurn's Burgoyne Room was & comforiable and appropriste meeting place, with
chairs, tablee, projectors, and coffee, tes and cookies awvailable, Several membere bmught
posteards, photographs, parmphlets and slides for showing end sharing, Included were two
albums of photos of the Fourth Welland Canal and of Great Lakers freightessand harbour
scenes, o collection of Great Lakes pessenger stearner timetables and brochures, some
photographs snd pamphlets. The highlight was President Al Sykes®slide presentation: one set
of Greal Lakes passenger steamers, and the other of accidents and disssters in the Welland
Canal and on the Lakes.

Hats off to Al Sykes for suggesting the Socials e get-togethers between our two regular
spring and fall membership meetings end tours, and to Ken Mackenzie for armanging the
meeting place for both Soclals. Watch for the notice of the Spring Social, and plan to atterd!
Meet old friends and maske new ones. while extending your knowledge of canals and
waterwaye | John Burtniak
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Welcome to New Members of the C.C.5.:

[N (Jake) Dick Terry K. Waoeds
3858 Brookside Dirive a¥ 3 Easthar Circle
VINELANT, Ont. CANTON, Ohio
LOR 20 44708

e-mall: indick@eyrmpsticocs US4
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Ireland 2001: World Canals Conference

Des Leyden, recently elected Cheirman of It uand ’ii'ﬂ.vTaLer'wa'l,r& Intems tic:naL S2IUTES MS
that he will soor have s pl&:’; for our proposed tri

2001. The tour will take place following the Co E:re e (9-1 T hiavh and t"'l"*rﬁ are still ﬂlazes
swvaliable fora few mers people, Full :13@* isw “L] bs senit when available to those wha have
zlready expressed an interest in this irip, and will be sent on request to anyone else. They will
alen 'be included in the Spring 2000 Aewsietfer for the information of the general )
mennbership, At the rnornent we have 14 cormmitted members, and could accommodate
another half dozen or se., For schedule of payments, please see the last Menwlerier or contact
Carol Gaspari, Given the Irish reputstion for hospitslity, the history of Dublin and Belfast, and
the heauty of the countryside, this should be an informative, enjoyable and truly memorsble
trip. Slgﬁ up now and enjoy the fun! Bobbie Styran



C.C.5. Contribution to Henley Improvements Commemorated

Some time age the C.C S, executive a greati te centribute to the work of improving the
Henley rowing course in Martindale Pond, in snticipation of the World Rowing
Charplonships. As a result of the campaign, the Hmdﬁ‘} course was dredged to the repulation
depth of 3.5 metres, and expanded from six to sight lanes, with new starting gates and s new
caursc marker system. The finish-line tower and grandstand were renovated and new docks
were installed. parking lots and roads were repaved, and new sewers and electrical supply
lines were installed.

To mark the successful cornpletion of these Lmrr overnents, & monument consigting of
eight stone slabs was erected, called “"The Heavy Eight” after the rowing crews, and unvenrm at
Kennie Park, The 1,125-kilograrm granite slabs (each 5 m tall) were Inscribed with the names of
the more then 400 organizations and individuals who contributed to the carapaign. C.C.5.
Tressurer Carol Gagpari was on hand te meke sure that the C.C.8. contribution was officially
recorded (see accormpanying photograph). Thank you, Carol!




Schedule of World Canals Conferences

2000 10415 Sept. Rochester. N.Y. Further information m&}rh& obtained from Tom Grasso,
e-mail: tgrasso@rochester rrcom

The C.C.S. plans & trip to coincide with at least one day of the Conference.
Several mermbers of the C.C.S, executive will attend the entire Confererice,
and other members would be welcomed.

2001 911 May  Dublin/Eelfast, Irelend. &5 elready indicated, the C.CS. is planning a trip
to Ireland to coinaide with this Conference. including a week-10 day tour
of Irish waterways by boat and bus, Further details when awvailsble,

2002 TRA Lachine Canal, Mentreal ares — further details when swailsble. The C.C.S,
wrill organize & trip te coincide with the Conference, details to depend on
what is included in the Conference field trips.

2003 TBA Scotland, probably Forth & Clyde Canal. At the moment, the C.C.S. is not
planning a trip to coineide with this Conference. However, any members
wishing to sttend should watch the Memslesrer where information will be
made available as received,

2004 late May/early June St.Catharines. Further information as plans develop!
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High Costs Prevent Display of Erie Canal Wall

Hepes that a recently dug-up section of the old Erie Canal might form part of an Inner
Harbor project st Buffalo were buried — at least for now, because of high costs, Plans to
develop the Inner Harbor and re-open the Commercial Slip at its original site to attract
tourists to the ares, at o cost of $27 .1 million, include s new 14,000 sq. fi. Nawal Museurm. It is
now interided to adjust the design to ensure that the old Canal wall will not be digturbed
durirg constmiction. But hopes to have the 3§#. section of wall on permanent displsy have
Liad 10 be shelved. The wall lies up to twelwve feet beneath ground level and its top stones are
only & fevw inches shove water level, Any aves crested forits display would have to he
waterpreeted or require constant pumping, It iabelisved that this section of wall is near the
sits where Governor DeW it Clinten set out in 1825 to bring the waters of Lake Erie to New
Yark harvor - that 18, to officially open the Erje Canal,

By re-burying the section of wall, it will be preserved for the future — as was Lock 24 of
the First Welland Cansl, when funds for its displsy proved prohibitive. Such sriifacts require
access only through climate-controlled buildings with appropriate viewing arsas, in order to
preserve both the masonyy and any hrmber structures sssecisted with them, It is hoped that at
sorne point in the future, funds may become available to re-excavate, and displsy in proper
surroundirigs, this remnant of New York State’s historic first Erie Canal — Clindon’s Ditch,
[Editer’'s note: frorm articles from the Buffale Aensg courtesy of C.C.5, member Ken
Mackenzic!



Canal News from Britain

Twe major canal restoration projects are under way in Great Britain: a Millennium
Wheel to connect the restored Forth and Clyde Canal with the Union Cenal, and g £3.3
million grant to coraplete restoration of the Anderton Boat Lift in England. C.C.5. members
who went to the UK in 1996 will recall the Anderton lift, built in 1875, the first of its kind

here in the world, and out of commission sirce 1983, British Waterways is delighted at
the grant, which will leave only arother £1 million to find, of the estimated £7 million
required to complete the job. While commercial traffic between the Trent & Mersey Canal and
the River Weawver is ne longer a likelihood, the tourist potential of the ares is considersble.
While later lifte were built on the Continerd, the design of the Anderton lift “was never
bettered,” according to Drek Cochirsne, British Waterwsays regional director.

The Millennium Wheel is intended to raise and lower plessure bosts from one level to
the other, at the point where the Forth and Clyde connects with the Union. Both canals are
undergoing restoration, and it is hoped that all the work will be completed in time for s joint
conference of the Arerican Society of Ciwil Engineers and the Institution of Ciwil Engineers
of Great Britain in 2000, The estirmated cost of the work is $126 million (US), most of which
has alr Eadj; been raised, By joining the two canals, the cities of Edinburgh and Glasgow will
once again be connected by water, as they were through the 19th century, Restaring the link
for pleusum craft will enhance the tourist potential throughout the ares, and the sheer scale
and uniquensss of the Wheel will make it o wisible magnet.

[Editor's note; information on Anderion from an articles in the Londen  7isies 31 March 1999
on the Wheel from the ASCE ANemrsierierof May 1999 the latter supplied by C.C.S. member
Dave Cramm: |
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HELP ! Our Web-site is in urgent need of a Web-Master |

¥We are still in need of someone to take « 'm our Web-site! Any C.C.5. member who has
the requisite skills ard is willing to undertake the task will be most ‘warrnly welcorned ! The
Board will be happy to provide up-dated information at rﬂfgﬁlaf intervals te any volunteer. It
should niot be an onercus task, as the changes will be mﬂ.-tq,r regarding up-coming everds, and
posaibly responding to enquiries from users (slthough it is probabl ethat most of these vould
be transterred to an appropriate member of the Executive).

Se, ifyou have the knowledge and the interest. do plesse let us know ., If you can, and
wriil, contact Bebbie Styran at the sddress given on the back page of this Memalefier or at here-
rmall sddress: rstyran@ireenet.npiec.on.ca

Locking forward te “hearing” a voice from cyberspace |



The Canadian Canal Society

Exeenmye Officers for 1999-2000

Fast President Robert Sparks
Fresident &1 Svkes
Yice-Fmsident: Georze Hume
Secretay: Doriz Bates
Treasurer Carol Gaspan

Send comespondence for the Canadian Canal Society ;!
Diors Bawes, Secretary
Canadian Canal Society
F.O. EBox 23016, Mid-Towm Post Office
124 Welland Asrenue,
St Cathammes , Onitano
LZR 7P6

Conuibutions for Canals Canada m:
Foberm Soman, Edinor
3% Towering Heights Blwd . , #509
&t Cathannes | Ontarnin
L2T 3G8
E-mail muman@freenst npiec. on.ca [no atachments, please]

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Please ennal me 32 & member of the Canadian Canal Society
I'"¥e encloze mwour membershup fee of § Cawgory

Indwidual $ 15.00
Farmly 20,00
Instmuon 20.00
Conutbutny 30.00 or momr

HAME
TITLE: Mr( Yy Mrs. ( ) Miss{ ) MS_ { 3 Dr. { ) Capt. { ) Other

ADDRESE
PROYVINCE (STATE) POSTAL CODE
E-MAIL: WEE SITE

Pleaze madl cheques pavable to the Canadian Canal Society (in Canadian funds) with apphicaton to

The Secretary, Canadian Canal Society
PO Box 22016, Mid-Town Pozt Office
124 Welland &venue,

3t Cathamnes | Ontano
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